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2. 98-0458, CD 1.4 review comments – 9/1/98 (Wallace)
PROPOSED REVISION:
This proposal ….

JUSTIFICATION:

1. Item 20 in reference 2 says:

Page 741, C.15, Exception processing:

The concepts section is misleading with respect to exceptions that correspond to error conditions that already existed in COBOL 85, e.g. ON OVERFLOW/EXCEPTION, AT END, INVALID KEY, and  I-O errors in general. The section needs to clarify handling of these conditions, for example they are not "initially disabled" as paragraph 7 claims, at least in the sense that existing explicit phrases and existing COBOL 85 I-O declaratives will still work, even in the "initial disabled" state.  Also, existing error handling  language elements are not affected by the TURN directive, despite the implications of paragraph 8.  For example, READ INVALID KEY will still work even if the I-O exceptions are not enabled. 

The interaction of old and new error handling constructions could be very confusing to anyone who does not already know the intent of the standard, so it important that the concepts address it clearly
2. It is obvious from the above that the commentor did not read the second paragraph which says that all of the rest applies only to the common exception processing facility.  However, I will add some stuff to help clarify it.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

Page 744, C.16, Exception processing, change the title to "Common exception processing".

Page 744, C.16, Exception processing, second paragraph, replace with the following:

"There is more than one method of exception processing.  The classical methods are: specifying exception phrases on various statements, such as AT END, INVALID KEY, ON EXCEPTION, and so on; checking status values using FILE STATUS; and invoking USE statements based on i-o status codes, open modes, and file-names.  All of the classical methods are always enabled, take precedence over common exception processing, and work in exactly the same way they have in previous COBOL standards.  The other method of exception processing is called common exception processing.  It is based on exception conditions and can be enabled and disabled, depending on a compiler directive. Common exception processing is described in the following paragraphs.

Page 744, C.16, Exception processing, sixth paragraph, change "implementor defined" to "implementor defines".
INDEX:
No changes.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
None.

OPEN ISSUES:
None.

